agent, bacterium or virus, because of the histological picture of the acute phase of the disease and because of the occasional isolation of an organism from lesions. However, no one organism has been isolated often enough to prove this. An allergic response of the vascular tree to some unknown agent or to the products of tobacco smoking has been put forward as an explanation because those who suffer from thrombo-angiitis obliterans are often heavy smokers.
The physiological effects of nicotine are well known both in the experimental animal and in man, but why any such response should be limited so often to the vessels of the limbs, and usually of the lower limbs, has not been explained and cannot be explained on the basis of wear and tear. That the condition is acquired is suggested by its absence in the male ancestors of the patients.
The purpose of this paper is to present the clinical picture and to review 120 cases of thrombo-angiitis obliterans, in none of which was there evidence of arteriosclerosis, diabetes or syphilis.
Clinical Features at Initial Examination
Age.?The average age at the onset of symptoms was 35-5 years, the youngest being 18 and the oldest 55 (Table I ). There was an average " lag" of 3-3 years between the onset of symptoms and the initial examination in hospital.
Sex 
